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by glasses, seems to me to be likely to give to the reader an
imperfect idea as to my position on the subject. Your article

appears to convey the impression that I have concluded that
epilepsy can be cured by glasses alone. In no place have I
stated this ; on the contrary, I have been careful to put
forward the fact that medical treatment was continued. It

may, however, be pointed out that in the eight cases of
cure and relief, of which brief histories were given, and
also in others not given in detail, the patients had taken
long cotlrses of bromide of potassium without apparent
effect, and that their improvement dated from the time they
commenced to wear their spectacles. I have simply added
the correction of errors of refraction to the course of treat-
ment pursued by the physician, and have given the results
of this in my paper. I am convinced that the removal of
such a source of irritation as an error of refraction will, in
many cases, when combined with medical treatment, lessen
both the number and the severity of the attacks. As yet
there are no sufficient data as to the results of treatment by
glasses gvitkoitt drugs, and therefore no opinion on this point
can be offered. I am, Sirs, yours truly,
Harley-street,, March 3 lst, 1894. H. WORK DODD.

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Becent rl.ssi:es.-Iepraeve of Conde1nned 1ltet.
THE three men convicted of the murder of a policeman at

St. Helens have been reprieved, as has also the man con-
victed of the murder of his paramour at Manchester. The
woman who was convicted of the murder of her husband
under circumstances showing great deliberation and of
the most revolting character paid the last penalty of the
law on the 2nd inst, at Her Majesty’s prison, Walton.
The medical evidence in the St. Helens case has been
subjected to much hostile criticism in the local papers,
a proceeding to be deprecated since medical witnesses
for the Crown are debarred from making any reply. It
is satisfactory to record that the body of the ill-fated
police-constable was subjected to the most careful examina-
tion, first by Mr. McNicoll and Mr. Knowles of St. Helens
and subsequently by Mr. F. T. Paul of Liverpool and
Dr. Robertson of St. Helens, but no lesion which could
account for death was found. While it would have been
more satisfactory had the cause of death been manifest to 1
the eye, it was impossible to separate it from the violence
received but a few hours before death actually occurred. A

perusal of the condensed history of the case as given in
THE LANCET of March 24th will show that the term "de-
ferred shock" was a very fair and probable explanation of the
cause of death. Nor must it be forgotten that by the old and
present law persons are answerable for death following within
a year and a day after an act of violence. It is to be hoped that
the sentence on these men will be sufficient to deter others from
cowardly attacks on the police, and it would be well if some
of the misplaced sympathy showered upon prisoners in sensa-
tional cases were extended to the bereaved relatives and
friends of the deceased. As has been already stated, the
learned judge who tried the case lamented that the officers
did not use their staves or batons sooner. In this he
followed what the late Lord Bramwell, when Baron Bram-
well, said thirty years ago, "I I don’t see why a policeman
should wait until he is half killed before he defends himself."

The Watch Committee and Immoral Houses.

The report of the chief constable, which has just been
issued, has some apposite remarks on this subject. Some
years ago the Watch Committee of the Liverpool City Council
decided to put in force the provisions of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act with reference to the suppression of immoral
houses. In his report for last year the head constable
gives the following particulars. During the year 124 brothel
keepers were arrested, 767 were summoned to appear and did
so, while 58 were summoned but absconded, making a total
of 949. Of these, 831 were convicted and 58 were dis-
charged. It is somewhat significant that of the 891 persons
who answered to the summons 124 were men and 767 were
women. The terrible persistence of this evil, as observed
in THE LANCET some years ago, is shown by the fact that,
in spite of repeated fines and imprisonments, the numbers

were 222 in excess of the previous year. The head con-
table expresses his regret that though 831 houses were
convicted as brothels, not one single owner or agent could
be made amenable for allowing them to be so used owing to
the difficulty of proving a guilty knowledge on the part of
such agents or owners ; and yet the Home Secretary and
the chief metropolitan magistrate have decided that the
existing law is sufficient if properly and rigorously admi-
nistered.

A Year’s Returns of Drunkenness.

Among other items of painful interest in the head con-
stable’s annual report are the tables relating to drunkenness.
From Table 16 it appears that during the year there was a
total of 5409 apprehensions for being drunk for the first
time, the respective numbers of the two sexes being : males
3487; females, 1922. Those apprehended for a second offence
were much fewer, being : males, 185; females, 257-total,
442. It has been repeatedly urged by those who ought to
know the truth that the "five shillings and costs or three
days " does deter many men and women from repeating
the offence, and that a very large number are convicted once
only. These figures would appear to confirm this view.
Another curious feature in this table is that there were no
convictions of males for being drunk more than seven times ;
for the eighth time and down to the twenty-fourth time women
monopolise the table and the figures. As many as twenty-four
females were convicted of being drunk twenty-four times.
The next table shows that more than one-third of the appre-
hensions for drunkenness occurred on Saturday, Monday
being the next heaviest day.

Aecidents and LV’e-savi11g.
A more gratifying table is that showing the great and

valuable services rendered by the police and others in saving
lives. Of a total of 353 persons who fell into docks, canal, &c.,
39 were rescued from drowning by the police and 275 by
others. There were also 71 persons rescued from burning.
The year’s accidents exceeded 2500, and in a large propor-
tion of these valuable aid was rendered by the police.
April 3rd.
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Lectnre on Seroerage at Ciaester-le-Street.
DR. TAYLOR, of Chester-le-Street, gave an instructive and

interesting lecture on Sewerage in that town last week, in the
course of which he stated that the difficulty of getting rid of
sewage was such that in spite of all the plans to utilise its
products there were only three or four towns in the kingdom
where the expense of utilisation was recouped in any way.
The plan adopted at Chester-le-Street cost f:400 per annum,
or lOd. per head of the inhabitants.

British Dental Association.

The annual general meeting of the British Dental Associa-
tion was held last week in the College of Medicine, Newcastle.
The members assembled in the city on Wednesday and had a
conversazione in the Natural History Museum, which was given
by the local reception committee in order to afford opportunity
for welcoming the visiting members to Newcastle. Mr. C. S.
Tomes, F. R. S., was elected president and gave a reception,
at which he delivered his presidential address. On Friday
night the annual dinner was held in the Grand Assembly
Rooms. Professor Philipson welcomed the association to
Newcastle and hoped that ere long the University of Durham
College of Medicine would be able to offer a complete dental
curriculum. Excursions to South Shields and Tynemoutb,
Durham, Burradon Colliery, and Jesmond Dene were arranged
for Saturday afternoon. Members of other branches of the

profession were courteously invited to the meetings and
receptions.
I Cumberland and WestmorZand Convalescent Institution.

The annual meeting of governors and friends of this
institution has been held at the town-hall, Silloth, under the
presidency of the mayor. The thirty-first annual report
of the committee congratulated the subscribers to the insti-
tution upon its continued progress and prosperity. The
number of patients admitted during 1893 was 699, being
the largest in any one year. The subscriptions, donations,
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and patients’ payments showed an increase on the previous
year, but the amount of Hospital Sunday and Saturday
collections and church collections, remitted direct, was not
so large. The medical report by Dr. Leitch, the visiting
medical officer, presented the following items :-Number
admitted: males, 331 ; females, 368. Of these there came
from Carlisle 264; Carlisle Infirmary, 59; Cumberland,
220 ; Westmorland, 53 ; Northumberland, 48 ; Lancashire, 9 ;
Warwickshire, 2 ; Durham, 11; Yorkshire, 3 ; and Scotland,
30. There were 566 medical cases, 69 surgical ones, and 64
not medically certified. Result: gained weight, 567; lost
weight, 59; no change in weight, 63 ; left before expiration
of time, 10.

Ambulance Classes at the Carlisle Microscopical Society.
On the 28th ult. an interesting meeting was held in the

Viaduct Hotel Hall, West Walls, under the auspices of the
Carlisle Microscopical Society, when Dr. Maclaren delivered
an address on "Broken and Dislocated Bones " to an audience
consisting of a majority of the medical men of the city, of
members of the ambulance class in connexion with the
North-Eastern Railway, of members of the ambulance class
of the city police force, and of nurses from the workhouse
hospital. Members of the Microscopical Society and their
friends were also present. The chair was occupied by Mr.
C. S. Hall, M.R.C.S. Eng., president of the society.

Lord Armstrong and Bamborough Castle.
A correspondent of one of our local papers hears that Lord

Armstrong, who has purchased Bamborough Castle from Lord
Crewe’s trustees, intends to endow it with 20,000 and
utilise the ancient and historic fortress as a convalescent
home.

The Pistol Accident at Wallsend.

The sad pistol accident at Wallsend last week, whereby
the vicar’s daughter lost her life, is a general topic of conver-
sation in all circles here. The facts are shortly as follows.
A youth brought a pistol to a choir practice, and it was

passed, unloaded at this time, to another youth. Its action
was shown to the young lady, who expressed curiosity to see
it. Meantime it was passed to a third youth, and a cartridge
was inserted. Afterwards the first lad obtained the pistol and
fired it, not being aware that it had been loaded, with fatal
effects against the young lady’s head. Surely some effectual
check should be placed upon the possession of firearms by
young persons. Last week I heard of a case in Newcastle of
a young man who dangerously wounded himself in the
femoral region by drawing a loaded revolver from his trousers
pocket.
Newcastle.on-Tyne, April3rd.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

-Rdinbitpg7t Royal Maternity Hospital.
THE annual meeting of the Royal Maternity Hospital was

held last week, Lord Provost Russell, M.B., presiding. The 
report stated that during the year 285 patients had been
admitted to the hospital and 531 attended at their own
homes. The number of nurses trained was forty-eight. A ’

hope was expressed that friends of the hospital by legacy or
otherwise would endow the institution with a capital fund
that would give greater financial stability than was possible
with the precarious sustenance obtained from subscriptions
alone. The ordinary income had been &pound;799 and the expendi-
ture 701. After the meeting the Marchioness of Tweed-
dale laid the foundation-stone of a married women’s I
pavilion, which is being added to the hospital and for which
a sum of &pound;4000 has been raised.

Edinburgh University Examinations.
The first and second professional examinations are being

held at present, and a large number of candidates have 

presented themselves.

Death of Dr. Samuel Moore of Glasgow.
Dr. Samuel Johnston Moore, M.D., F.F.P.S. Glasg , who

died at Glasgow on the night of Monday, April 2nd, at
the age of sixty, after an illness of a year’s duration, had
been for thirty years in practice in that town, and was a
prominent figure in medico-legal and social circles.
April 3rd

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Medical Students’ Agitation.
TiiE, following petition, with over 300 signatures, has been

presented to the President of the Royal College of Physicians:
"To the President and Fellows of the Royal College of

Physicians in Ireland. We, the undersigned, being candi.
dates for the diploma of Licentiate of the Colleges of

Physicians and Surgeons in Ireland, respectfully ask you to
consider the following requests : 1. The reduction of the
fees for examination. The English Examining Boards’ fees
are 36, the Scotch ;E26, while we pay &pound;42. 2. The reduction
of the fee for re-examination from three guineas to one guinea.
May we respectfully remind you that a re-examination fee
was established to cover the cost to the Colleges of that
examination, and not as a source of revenue." A similar
petition has been placed in the hands of the President and
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons.-A meeting of the
students’ petition committee was held on the 28th ult. in
the school of the Royal College of Surgeons. As no com.
munication had then been received from the Council since the
meeting between that body and a deputation of the students,
it was resolved to call another mass meeting of the students
for Wednesday next.

Health of Dublin during February.
As compared with the previous month, there were sub.

stantial reductions in the mortality ascribed to influenza and
measles. The other zymotic diseases caused about the same
number of deaths in each month. The death-rate was 1’33
above the mean rate for the corresponding period in the
previous ten years. The zymotic death-rate was 0 29 per 1000
above the average for February. There were 10 deaths from
typhoid fever, and 25 from influenza during the month.

Fever Epidemic at Castleisland.
The epidemic of fever at Castleisland, near Tralee, con-

tinues to spread. At the Petty Sessions last week five
summonses were heard at the suit of the Tralee vice-
guardians against the proprietors of a creamery for having
received milk from houses where the epidemic existed.
Evidence was given to show that the defendants took milk
from the infected houses after receiving notice from the vice-
guardians not to do so. Defendants were fined &pound;5.

The Mercy Hospital, Cork.
The mortality of this hospital for the past year has been

singularly low, due partly to the recent improvements in
ventilation and sanitation. During the year 17,586 patients
were treated in the extern department. A house adjoining
the hospital has been obtained, which will, it is proposed, be
converted into a suitable extern department, with waiting-
rooms, consulting-rooms, &c., and the upper part will supply
what has long been required-additional private and general
female wards. The committee hope to pay off the debt by
the provision of additional accommodation for private
patients. It was suggested last year that the large com-
mercial houses, the trade societies, and the labour unions
should endow beds, or at least give a substantial annual
donation, and that the subscription list should be increased
by the addition of the names of clerks and workmen who
could easily manage to contribute five shillings, or even

half-a-crown, every year.
Belfclst Ophthalmic Institution.

The annual meeting was held on March 29th, and from the
report presented it appears that 1756 eye, ear, and throat
cases have been treated during the past year. There were
94 intern patients. The balance against the institution has
been reduced to E20. In presenting the medical report
Dr. Walton Browne said that it was now almost fifty years
since his father began the work of the hospital, which was
at present in a most efficient condition. There is a clinical
class attended by students, and Dr. Calwell, the assistant
surgeon, had, Dr. Browne said, given a great deal of time and
trouble to the work of the hospital.

April 3rd. 
_______________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Death of Professor Brown-S&eacute;quard.
PARIS-I mean le tout Paris, and not only the scientific

section of its population-was startled last night by the


